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E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, UK, XF, IS 

SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT: UPDATE ON UK SITUATION 

REF: (A) STATE 50238; (B) LONDON 2620; (C) 76 LONDON 
7233 

SUMMARY. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN NO STEPS, 

THROUGH LEGISLATION OR OTHER ACTIONS. TO COUNTER ARAB 
BOYCOTT PRACTICES AND TO OUR KNOWLEDGE NO MOVES IN THIS 
DIRECTION ARE PLANNED. THE GOVERNMENT IS UNDER INCREAS- 
ING PRESSURE BY THE PRO-ISRAELI LOBBY, USING THE METAL 
BOX CASE AND THE HARDER U.S. GOVERNMENT POSITION, TO TAKE 
A STRONGER LINE AGAINST THE BOYCOTT. HOWEVER, PRESSURES 
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WOULD HAVE TO GET CONSIDERABLY GREATER THAN APPEARS 
LIKELY BEFORE THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WOULD ABANDON ITS 
FIRMLY HELD POLICY OF MORALLY DEPLORING TRADE BOYCOTTS 
WHILE MAINTAINING A LAISSEZ FAIRE ATTITUDE ON ACTUAL 
UK BUSINESS PRACTICES TOWARD ISRAEL. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE ARAB BOYCOTT HAS RECENTLY BEEN THE SUBJECT OF 
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CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY IN THE UK BECAUSE OF THE METAL 
BOX CASE REPORTED REF B. THIS HAS LED TO A NUMBER OF 
QUESTIONS BEING PUT TO THE GOVERNMENT IN PARLIAMENT AS 
WELL AS ANTIBOYCOTT SUPPORTERS MAKING REPRESENTATIONS TO 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, INCLUDING THE PRIME MINISTER. 

2. THE PRESSURE GROUP SEEKING A GREATER UK GOVERNMENT 
ROLE ON THE BOYCOTT ISSUE CONSISTS ESSENTIALLY OF THE 
FOLLOWING ELEMENTS: (A) SOME PARTS OF THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY, WORKING THROUGH B’NIA B'RITH'S ANTI-BOYCOTT 
COMMITTEE; (B) A SMALL NUMBER OF MPS, MAINLY MESSRS. 
MOONMAN AND JANNER, WHO KEEP THE POT BUBBLING IN THE 
COMMONS; (C) THE PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRM OF NELSON AND 
PRITTIE; AND, (D) A MIXED GROUP OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS 
WHO ARE SUPPORTIVE BECAUSE OF THEIR VIEWS ON FREE TRADE, 
MORAL ATTITUDES, ETC. THIS TOTAL GROUP IS APPARENTLY 
NOT VERY NUMEROUS OR BROAD BASED. IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
PREDICT HOW MUCH EFFECTIVE INTEREST THIS GROUP COULD 
GENERATE FOR ITS CAUSE, BUT THE DEGREE OF INFLUENCE IT 
EXERCISES DIRECTLY DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE GREAT. IN 
GENERAL TERMS, THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN THE UK DOES NOT 
PLAY A STRONG POLITICAL ROLE. 


3. IN THE FACE OF RECENT PRO-ISRAELI ACTIVITY. THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS STUCK TO ITS POSITION, LITERALLY WORD FOR 
WORD. "THE GOVERNMENT OPPOSES AND DEPLORES ALL TRADE 
BOYCOTTS THAT LACK INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AND AUTHORITY. 
IT IS FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL FIRM TO DECIDE IN THE LIGHT OF 
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ITS OWN COMMERCIAL INTERESTS WHAT ITS ATTITUDE IS TO BE 
TOWARD THE BOYCOTT." (FYI: THE UN BOYCOTT AGAINST 
RHODESIA IS THE ONLY BOYCOTT OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED BY 
THE UK GOVERNMENT.) 

4. U.S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS ON THE BOYCOTT CONTINUE TO BE 
WATCHED CAREFULLY BY THE UK GOVERNMENT BECAUSE THE PRO- 
ISRAELI LOBBY USES THE TOUGHER U.S. STANCE AS A MAJOR 
LEVER IN ITS ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE UK POLICY. WE HAVE KEPT 
THE FCO AND DEPARTMENT OF TRADE INFORMED ABOUT U.S. GOV- 
ERNMENT ACTIONS IN THIS AREA BY PROVIDING TEXTS OF 
OFFICIAL STATEMENTS, BUT WE HAVE NOT GONE BEYOND THE 
POINT OF MERELY PROVIDING ACCURATE STATEMENTS OF POLICY. 
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